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EYE OF THE NEEDLE 
  In Mathew 19-24 we read, “It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God”.  This has always been a saying 
I couldn’t understand or never found someone to explain 
it to me.  How about you?  Well, in the Word Among Us,  I 
read something that helped me understand, so I want to 
share with you too, in case you had the same problem.  
  Tradition tells us that the “eye of a needle” was a very 
small gate into the city of Jerusalem, so in order for camels 
to make it through that gate, they had to lower themselves 
to their knees and crawl through.  They also had to rid 
themselves of any excess baggage that got in their 
way.  Jesus was asking the man to give up his material 
attachments, just as the camel needed to let go of its excess 
baggage.  He was asking the people to trust in God for 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven, not in the blessings 
of his wealth.  Let’s take a lesson from the camel. If we 
want to enter eternal life, we need to lower ourselves to our 
knees in prayer and humility.  We need to acknowledge 
the sovereignty of Christ and the power of his salvation, a 
salvation that only comes through faith and baptism.  So 
let’s get rid of whatever extra sinful baggage is hindering 
our spiritual growth.  Let’s commit our lives to Jesus anew 
every morning, confessing our need for him and letting go 
of any sense of self-sufficiency that still clings to us.  
  I hope you are having a wonderful summer and enjoying 
all the beauty in nature, with things being so green.  We 
have been blessed with having enough rain but not the 
flooding like down south. We need to pray for those people 
and the ones out west with the fires.  May God bless all of 
those affected.  
  Looking ahead to October 4th, we will have an 11 AM 
Mass, followed by lunch that you will be invited to.  And 
on the eve before at 7pm will be the Transitus, which is 
celebrating the death of Saint Francis, so put these on 
your calendar. 

Sr Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 
 

 

TERRORISM 

  Terrorism is the act of instilling fear, using methodologies 

that are violent, lacking in ethics, morality and legality, 

whose objective is control or domination, coercing and 

pressuring governments or society in general in order to 

impose demands and proclamations of a certain group.  

Terrorism can be carried out by different types of 

organizations; social, political, or religious or can also be 

carried out by loosely structured groups.  Acts of terrorism 

can be carried out in a more devious but not necessarily less 

violent way such as economical oppression, the control or 

manipulation of food, health, education and all types of 

influence forced upon society. 

  Acts of terrorism will always be chaotic and personal and 

collective destabilizing. 

  We had an act of terrorism in Morrison County.  The Game 

Farm was asked to permit a wedding reception on their 

property by a same sex couple.  They refused to partake in 

their sin.  They were fined $10,000.00, forced to take 

sensitivity training, and to pay for the wedding. 

  This is an act of terrorism and religious persecution.  Who 

are the terrorists in this case?  Will we have the courage to 

stand up and protest against unjust and evil laws, if it means 

financial penalties and even jail?  Only by prayer and the 

help of God will we be able to stand up for truth.  We must 

never comply with evil laws or actions. 

  We need to pray, pray and pray some more. 

Patty Commerford ofs, minister 

 

Act of Divine Presence 

 

My God, I firmly believe that Thou art 

everywhere present and seest all things.  

Thou seest my nothingness, my 

inconstancy, my sinfulness.  Thou seest 

me in all my actions; Thou seest me in this 

my meditation.  I bow down before Thee, 

and worship Thy Divine majesty with my 

whole being.  Cleanse my heart from all 

vain, wicked, and distracting thoughts.  

Enlighten my understanding, and inflame 

my will, that I may pray with reverence, 

attention and devotion. 

Amen. 

http://www.queenofpeaceregion.org/
http://www.divineoffice.org/


 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St Otto’s Hearthside Room-August 9, 2016 5 PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem and Janet Berendt.  
Absent: Sr Georgine Larson. 
  Minister Patty opened the meeting with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and 
approved as printed in the Herald Newsletter.  Treasurer’s 
report distributed and approved for July 12 to August 9, 
2016. 
Beginning Balance:  $1,868.86 
Receipts:    Common Fund         82.00 
                      India Family           9.50 
                      Interest              .07 
                      Total:            $1,960.43 
Disbursements: Kathy Hoffman Tax  $50.00 
     Patty Commerford    13.21 
Total:      $63.21 
Balance:            $1,897.22 
Note: Kathy returned $25.00 from Nouis Place Bingo. 
Approval of bills submitted: 
Queen of Peace Regional workshop for 3: $90.00 
Mileage:       75.00 
Copies of Visitation report:       3.00 
Fair Share of Q of P Region:   375.00 
  Council accepted inactive status of Leona Mattock. 
  Council read the Visitation report.  All members will 
receive a copy. 
  Closing prayer led by Patty from The Ritual at 5:45 PM. 

Gathering At St Otto’s Hearthside Room 6 PM 
  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Elvira Stumpf, David Czech, Janet 
Berendt, Beverly Nouis, Sue Zenzen and Kathy Hoffman 
Tax.  Excused members: Sr Georgine Larson, Leona Mattock, 
Kay Voegtle, Pam Geyer, Karen Gross, Rita Vosen.  Absent: 
Collette Peterson. 
  Following a bag lunch, Patty opened the gathering  with 
prayers form The Ritual.  Liturgy of the Hours led by Jan 
Rybaski.  Reminder of the potluck supper at Camillus Place 
on Tuesday, August 16 at 5PM.  A suggestion was made to 
submit a picture of the event to the Morrison County 
Record.   
  Birthdays observed: David Czech, Kay Voegtle and Sr 
Georgine Larson. 
  Gospel readings from next Sunday were read and 
discussed.  Ongoing formation led by Kathy Hoffman Tax 
from Rediscover Catholicism. 
  Chaplet of the Divine Mercy led by Patty. 
Ritual prayers led by Patty at close of the gathering at 
7:30PM. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 

Calendar of Events 
September 2016 
3rd-St Gregory the Great 
4th-profession anniversary-Ann Lochner, Beverly Nouis, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Kay Voegtle 
8th-The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
9th-profession anniversary-Claudia Barnier, Jan Rybaski, 
Sue Zenzen 
12th-profession anniversary-Lorraine Burns, Irene 
Gaebel, Elvira Stumpf 
13

th
-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 

Prayer leader: Sr Georgine 
Prayer: Liturgy of the Hours 
14th-profession anniversary-David Czech 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
15th-Our Lady of Sorrows 
21st-St Matthew 
23rd-St Padre Pio 
29th-Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
October 2016 
1st-birthday-Pam Geyer 
St Therese of the Child Jesus 
3rd-birthday-Jan Rybaski 
4th-St Francis of Assisi 
11th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader: Jan Rybaski 
Prayer: Seven Sorrows of Mary 
St John XXIII 
15th-St Teresa of Jesus 
18th-St Luke 
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
St John Paul II 
26th-birthday-Lorraine Burns 
28nd-Sts Simon & Jude 

 

Remember that the Passion of Christ ends always 

in the joy of the resurrection of Christ, so when 

you feel in your own heart the suffering of Christ, 

remember the resurrection has to come, the joy of 

Easter has to dawn.  Never let anything so fill you 

with sorrow as to make your forget the joy of 

Christ risen. 

---Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

Saint Teresa of Ávila, also called Saint Teresa 
of Jesus, baptized as Teresa Sánchez de Cepeda y 

Ahumada (28 March 1515 – 4 October 1582), was 

a prominent Spanish mystic, Roman Catholic saint, 

Carmelite nun and author during the Counter 

Reformation, and theologian of contemplative life 

through mental prayer. In 1582, she was invited to 

found a convent by an Archbishop but when she 

arrived in the middle of the pouring rain, he 

ordered her to leave. "And the weather so 

delightful too" was Teresa's comment. Though 

very ill, she was commanded to attend a 

noblewoman giving birth. By the time they got 

there, the baby had already arrived so, as Teresa 

said, "The saint won't be needed after all." Too ill 

to leave, she died on October 4 at the age of 67.  

She is the founder of the Discalced Carmelites. She 

was canonized in 1622. In 1970 she was declared a 

Doctor of the Church for her writing and teaching 

on prayer, one of two women to be honored in this 

way. St. Teresa is the patron saint of Headache 

sufferers. Her symbol is a heart, an arrow, and a 

book.  

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3328
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1015
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3893
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3932

